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Challenging Stigma, Redefining ‘Normal’


2020-21 Jessie Alpaugh Senior Prize in Disability Studies
($3400 – One or two awards)


The Jessie Alpaugh Senior Prize in Disability Studies was established to recognize annually two graduating seniors who are enrolled in the UCLA Disability Studies minor and have developed an outstanding capstone project that contributes to emerging scholarship in the field and also captures their intellectual passion. 

The prize is named in honor of Jessie Charlotte Blackmar Alpaugh, an art history major at UC Berkeley who, during the last summer before her sudden death in 2002, worked at UCLA on an independent studies project that contributed to the foundation of UCLA’s Disability Studies minor.  At the age of 16, Jessie had suffered a catastrophic series of neurological illnesses that left her a quadriplegic with severe speech, hearing, and visual impairments.  Despite these challenges, Jessie thrived intellectually and was admitted to UC Berkeley in 1999 as a Chancellor’s Scholar.  There she found a vibrant group of scholars who were engaged in developing the interdisciplinary field of disability studies.  The disability world was never a “club” that Jessie wished to join—the illness that had threatened her life and left her severely disabled deeply saddened her.  However, through disability studies she discovered an amazing academic community that simultaneously challenged her mind, respected her experience, and sparked in her a sustaining passion and purpose.  

Jessie would be extraordinarily proud of the UCLA Disability Studies program and would be humbled to learn about the senior prize awarded in her name.




APPLICATION INFORMATION

Amount: 
$3,400 (one award or split into multiple)

Eligibility: 
· Graduating senior enrolled in the Disability Studies minor 
· Graduating spring 2021 or summer 2021
· Completed or in progress to complete the minor capstone requirement
· Capstone courses are either DS 191 or DS 199A, 199B and DS M191F


Application Instructions:  
1. In a single PDF document, include the following three items: 
a) Cover page with the following information:
· Full Name
· Student ID Number
· Enrolled in DIS STD 191, DIS STD 199B
· For Students enrolled in DIS STD 199B, list your Faculty Mentor
· Internship Site
b) A 1-page Capstone project proposal covering the following:
· Working title
· Brief explanation of the project
· Impact your project will have on the field of Disability Studies
c) A 1-page response to the following prompt:
· Disability Studies scholars understand ‘disability’ as a social construction and a dominant lens through which we can understand difference in the world. Please relate your capstone project and aspirations to this idea and articulate how you would address perceived challenges to ability justice.
Save the PDF in the following format:
· LastName_FirstName_Application.pdf
· Ex: Block_Gene_Application.pdf

2. Obtain a copy of your unofficial transcript and save it in the following format:
· LastName_FirstName_Transcript.pdf
· Ex: Block_Gene_Transcript.pdf

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Email both files to the Jessie Alpaugh Senior Prize Committee at 2021.i5qya1t0sftn07wt@u.box.com. Your application materials will be automatically uploaded to a drive once they are received. Please do not send emails or inquires to this folder; they will not be received and we will be unable to respond to them. 

4. You will receive a confirmation email for each file when your application materials have been successfully uploaded.


Application Deadline: 
Friday, May 7th, 2021 at 11:59pm
The 2020-2021 recipients will be announced during spring quarter.  Winners will also be featured on the Disability Studies website (www.disabilitystudies.ucla.edu) and recognized at the annual Disability Studies End-of-Year Reception, typically during week 10 or Finals week. Please note that the reception may be subject to change due to COVID-19 disruptions.
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